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E-HEADLINER
DISTRICT BOARD REPORT – MARCH 20, 2020
The Virlina District Board met on Saturday, March 20, at the Oak Grove Church in Roanoke, Virginia. 36 persons
were present for this “in person” meeting. Dan Rudy, pastor of the Ninth Street Church, led a devotional service
based on I Peter 4:7-11.
The Commission on Ministry reported that the Ministers and Spouses Retreat is now scheduled for October 1516, 2021 at the Smith Mountain Lake 4-H Center. Calling the Called has been postponed inde5initely.
The Commission on Nurture related that 26 of the “FaithQuest in a Box” packages were distributed to high school
age youth in lieu of the “in person” event. They have developed, prepared and sent a pandemic activity packet to
every congregation.
The Commission on Stewardship reviewed the 5inancial position of the district and camp. It was reported that
Seed, Scattered and Sown, our mission resourcing campaign, has attained $588,008 in pledges and received
$515,152 through March 4.
The Commission on Witness stated that the “Ministry and Mission Day in Virlina” will be held online on Saturday,
May 1. This will include an Annual Conference delegate brie5ing. The Smaller Membership Congregational Committee has been revived and is working to make grant funds available to these congregations.
The Outdoor Ministries Committee expressed great excitement that the summer camping program will take place,
albeit under restrictions. Bids are being received on the RV Village.
The New Church Development Committee reported on the work of Iglesia el Buen Pastor in Blacksburg and Iglesia Cristiana Nueva Vida in Floyd County, as well as the Lake Side Church at Moneta.
Bethany Theological Seminary reported 92 students. Four Nigerian students will graduate this year with certi5icates in peace making.
An extensive report on the strategic plan of the Mission and Ministry Board was received. This was stated to have
four goals: 1) to pursue Christ’s call to discipleship, 2) to embody the biblical command to love our neighbors, 3)
to seek racial justice, and 4) to reclaim New Testament models of giving. The purpose of this plan is to guide the
work of the Mission and Ministry Board staff.
Action items included: 1) approval of an application for another SBA/PPP loan, 2) termination of two ordinations,
3) the employment of Sarah Long as TRIM/EFSM Coordinator, 4) the dissolution of the Urban Ministry Committee, 5) the appointment of Susan Cox to the Good News Team and Robert Milliron to the New Church Development Committee.
Other reports received included the District Conference Moderator, the Standing Committee delegates, the Camp
Bethel Director, and the District Executive Minister. The District Board’s next scheduled meeting is June 19, 2021.
DISASTER RESPONSE HELP NEEDED IN TEXAS
Because of the wide-spread power outages this winter in Texas, many homes have suffered from frozen, broken
pipes. If you have plumbing skills, Brethren Disaster Ministries working in partnership with other organizations,
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can use your help! For information, contact BDM at (800) 451-4407.
THE CHALLENGE OF AN ONLINE ANNUAL CONFERENCE – IDEAS NEEDED!
The territory of the Virlina District is inclusive of an area of about 100,000 square miles from the Atlantic Ocean
to the Ohio River across portions of three states. Having an online Annual Conference is necessary given the restrictions and uncertainties amidst a pandemic. Nevertheless, internet accessibility is limited in many areas of the
district. As we ponder how to include the greatest number of our congregations in the Annual Conference it is
clear that we need creative approaches. One idea has been to have congregations with strong internet connection
and considerable space serve as “cluster points” for delegates. If you have thoughts on this matter, please send
your ideas to us at nuchurch@aol.com.
ANNUAL CONFERENCE REGISTRATION IS UNDERWAY
Registration for both delegates and non-delegates for
the Church of the Brethren Annual Conference is currently underway. The delegate registration fee is $305
per delegate. Registration will stay open through the
end of conference.
Delegate registration fees provide each delegate with a
Conference booklet and the business materials packet.
Each congregation registering a delegate will also receive a copy of the 2021 Annual Conference minutes.
Unique to this year’s ONLINE Annual Conference, each
delegate MUST HAVE THEIR OWN PERSONAL EMAIL
ADDRESS, A COMPUTER OR TABLET, AS WELL AS ADEQUATE WIFI SERVICE IN ORDER TO PARTICIPATE IN
CONFERENCE. Please ensure that your selected delegate meets these requirements to participate so that your congregation can be fully represented at Annual Conference.
We are aware that some congregations do not have much access to the internet and we hope delegates from those
congregations will be able to participate. Perhaps your district of5ice will have counsel as to how you can obtain
individual Internet connections for each of your delegates.
One online site will be used for all business, insight sessions, networking groups, concerts, Bible studies and more.
A link and password for access to the site will be emailed to each registrant in the days prior to the start of Conference. Training sessions will be provided in the weeks before Conference begins for those wanting to learn how
to navigate the site. The many details of the event will be frequently updated on www.brethren.org/ac. Please
check back often! Also watch for weekly emails sharing information about all that Annual Conference will have to
offer online.
Registering a Delegate
Congregations may register their delegates online at www.brethren.org/ac. Click the “Registration” button and
then choose “Delegate Registration.” Payment options include paying by credit card or sending a check. Each delegate’s complete name, address, email, and phone contact are required. Please use the delegate’s own email address, not the church email! If you need assistance, call the Annual Conference Of5ice at (800) 323-8039, ext. 366,
or (847) 429-4366.
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Delegate Eligibility and Allotment
Delegates must be full members of the Church of the Brethren. The number of delegates for each congregation is
based on the membership statistics as reported in the 2020 Church of the Brethren Yearbook. The number allowed is as follows:
Up to 200 Members
201-400 Members
401-600 Members
601-800 Members

1 delegate
2 delegates
3 delegates
4 delegates

Non-Delegate Registrations
Non-delegate registration opens the same day as delegate registration. When registering anyone other than a delegate, click on the “Non-Delegate Registration” button. This year’s reduced price of $99 for non-delegates provides access to the business sessions, insight sessions, networking groups, concerts, Bible studies and more.
All 5ive worship services will be available free of charge to all registered and non-registered persons.
New Delegates
Please encourage delegates who have never been or have not recently been to Annual Conference to attend the
New Attendee Orientation session, online at 4:30 p.m. Eastern Time on Wednesday afternoon, June 29.
Online Information
Please check out our webpage at www.brethren.org/ac2021 for more information about Annual Conference, including leadership, themes, schedule, concerts and much more. New information is added regularly so check back
often.
DISTRICT RESOURCE CENTER CLOSED ON GOOD FRIDAY - APRIL 2, 2021
The Virlina District Resource Center will be closed from Thursday, April 1, 2021 at 6 p.m. until Monday, April 5,
2021 at 9 a.m. The District Executive Minister will be on vacation from Saturday, March 27 until Tuesday, April 6.
CAMP BETHEL SPRING VOLUNTEER WORKDAY - APRIL 3, 2021
The Spring Volunteer Workday at Camp Bethel is planned for Saturday, April 3. It begins with a free breakfast at
7:30 a.m. and includes a free lunch at 1:00 p.m. Your help is needed! Workday projects (rain or shine; indoor and
outdoor) for all skill levels and all ages. RSVP for meals by March 26 by telephone to (540) 992-2940 or by electronic
mail
CampBethelOf5ice@gmail.com.
For
more
information
please
go
to
www.CampBethelVirginia.org/workday.
NORTHERN AREA MINISTERS MEETING – APRIL 12, 2021
The Northern Area Ministers will meet on Monday, April 12, at 9 a.m. by video conference. Marla Abe will present
a program on “Understanding Young Adults.” For the link to the meeting, contact Tom Powers at
tom.powers.cob@gmail.com.
SOUNDS OF THE MOUNTAINS ONLINE - APRIL 17, 2021
Our big 20th Annual Sounds of the Mountains Story Festival will be online on Saturday, April 17! Donald Davis
returns to our amazing "all-headliners" festival including Dolores Hydock, Kevin Kling, Bil Lepp, Barbara McBrideSmith, and Donna Washington. Enjoy this fun, FREE, and truly unique online storytelling event to encourage donations to Camp Bethel. For information onlin please go to the Sounds website at www.SoundsoftheMountains.org.
now open. To register and 5ind more information on CCS go to www.brethren.org/ccs.
CHRISTIAN GROWTH INSTITUTE – ROANOKE CENTER – CLASS ANNOUNCEMENT
The next class to be held at the Roanoke Center will be WORSHIP, taught by Becky Rhodes. Textbooks for the
class are: Worship for the Whole People of God, Ruth Duck, Beyond the Worship Wars, Thomas G Long, For All
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CHRISTIAN CITIZENSHIP SEMINAR – APRIL 24-28, 2021
Christian Citizenship Seminar (CCS) provides high school aged students the chance to explore the relationship
between faith and a particular political issue, and then act. This year, students will consider economic justice during the online event scheduled for April 24-28 from 7-9 p.m. (EST) daily. The cost is $75 each and registration is
now open. To register and 5ind more information on CCS go to www.brethren.org/ccs.
CHRISTIAN GROWTH INSTITUTE – ROANOKE CENTER – CLASS ANNOUNCEMENT
The next class to be held at the Roanoke Center will be WORSHIP, taught by Becky Rhodes. Textbooks for the
class are: Worship for the Whole People of God, Ruth Duck, Beyond the Worship Wars, Thomas G Long, For All
Who Minister—A Worship Manual for the Church of the Brethren, Brethren Press, et. al., Hymnal: A Worship
Book, Brethren Press, Hymnal Supplement.
Please note the class will meet on Sundays. The class dates are April 25, May 9, May 23, and June 6 from 2:00
p.m. to 5:00 p.m. on Zoom. Tuition for the class will be $100.00 and students are responsible for purchasing the
necessary textbooks.
For more information or to obtain a registration form please contact Donna Hornsby, CGI Coordinator: Email:
dshornsby76@cox.net or Phone: (540) 266-0744. Make checks payable to VIRLINA DISTRICT and mail with the
registration form to arrive by April 1, 2021 to Donna Hornsby, 420 Bluebell Lane, Apt. 304, Roanoke, VA 24012.
CEU credit is available for ordained ministers taking the class.
TODAY’S HEADLINES, YESTERDAY’S WISDOM – A TWO-PART MODERATOR’S TOWN HALL
We are excited to announce plans for a special two-part Moderator's Town Hall on April 15, 2021, from 7:00-8:15
pm EDT and April 17, 2021, from 1:00-6:00 pm EDT. Persons can participate in just one offering or both. Featured
resource persons will be Brethren historians Carl Bowman, William Kostlevy, Stephen Longenecker, Carol Sheppard, and Dale Stoffer.
The focus of the Town Hall will be "Today's Headlines,
Yesterday’s Wisdom. Historical Insights for the Contemporary Church." We will consider various issues confronting the church: Accountability, Biblical Authority,
Compelling Vision, Division, and Nationalism. Though
every era is unique, there is much to learn from the experience of history. The Brethren historians will explore the richness of our heritage, highlighting the
depth of our tradition and offer practical learnings applicable to today's church. The intent is not to return to
the past but to pro5it from history's wisdom as we
strive to transform the contemporary church.
The April 15 Town Hall will be a 75-minute question
and answer format from 7:00-8:15 pm in line with previous Moderator’s Town Halls. The April 17 Town Hall
will be an extended session from 1:00-6:00 pm featuring content presentations from each historian on a speci5ic topic followed by a Q&A after each teaching.
To register for the April 15 Town Hall (7:00–8:15 pm), please access the blue button below or visit
https://us02web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_z7F8bkUNRyKeI9GpaL2QfA.
To register for the April 17 Town Hall (1:00–6:00 pm), please access the green button below or visit
https://us02web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_slkKiF37Rk68Ayhvv8co3A.
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LEADERSHIP SUMMIT ON WELLBEING -APRIL 19-22, 2021
The Church of the Brethren is hosting a Leadership Summit on Wellbeing, a virtual event for clergy and other
church leaders. This multi-day event covers a wide array of topics that are intended to provide a holistic approach
to sustaining leaders.
Dr. Jessica Young Brown, a counseling psychologist and assistant professor of Counseling and Practical Theology
at Samuel DeWitt Proctor School of Theology at Virginia Union University, is the keynote speaker. She specializes
in bringing together mental health work and the church, particularly for church leaders. Other speakers include
Ron Vogt, Bruce Barkhauer, Melissa Hofstetter, Tim Harvey, and Erin Matteson.
The summit will take place on the evenings of April 19-22. Attendees will have access to 5ive pre-recorded sessions to view before attending the event online, which will consist of follow-up Q&A sessions on the material
viewed. Each presenter covers a different aspect of wellbeing, including physical, emotional, 5inancial, relational,
and spiritual wellbeing.
To register and to 5ind more information, visit www.brethren.org/leadership-wellbeing. Early-bird registration is
available for $50 before April 1, when registration will increase to $75.
LOMBARD MENNONITE PEACE CENTER EVENTS OF INTEREST – APRIL/MAY 2021
The Lombard Mennonite Peace Center has many upcoming events:
Mediation Skills Training Institute for Church Leaders
May 3-7, $750
Leadership and Anxiety in the Church
May 13, $109
Con5lict Transformation Skills for Churches
April 10, $99
Healthy Congregations
April 17, $99
Groups of four or more receive a discount of $15 per person, provided they register all together with full payment
at least two weeks in advance of the event. Additional dates are available for all four events. Find out more at their
website, www.LMPeaceCenter.org, by phone at (630) 627-0507, or by e-mail at admin@LMPeaceCenter.org.
THE REWARD OF RISK – A VIRTUAL NEW AND RENEW EVENT – MAY 13-15, 2021
“The Reward of Risk” is a virtual NEW AND RENEW EVENT sponsored by Discipleship Ministries of the Church of
the Brethren. This online event will provide a space to explore new forms of mission, church planting, church renewal and shaping community. This year, the keynote speakers will be Christiana Rice and José Humphreys. Offered in at least three languages, we will be providing opportunities to network with others as we learn and grow.
An interpretive document is available – in Spanish, Haitian Creole and English. If you want a copy, please contact
us at nuchurch@aol.com
Virlina District persons who would like 5inancial assistance from the New Church Development Committee may
advise us at nuchurch@aol.com. We will register those individuals. The website link for all things related to the
2021 NEW AND RENEW EVENT is found at https://www.brethren.org/discipleshipmin/newandrenew/
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A LENTEN DEVOTIONAL FROM THE VIRGINIA COUNCIL OF CHURCHES
Numbers 21:4-9; Psalm 107: 1-3, 17-22;
Ephesians 2:1-10; John 3:14-21
Can you think of a time when speaking negatively about someone or something
ever solved anything? Does complaining help? St. Benedict, founder of western monasticism, characterized complaining as “murmuring,” and labeled the presence of
“murmuring” in a community as poisonous. The Israelites complain against God
and Moses when their journey to the Promised Land takes longer than they want.
In response to their complaints, God introduced poisonous serpents into their
midst. Our idea of a loving God might not allow for the introduction of poisonous
snakes into a community, so we might be a bit stunned by God’s action. However,
the reality is that negative speech and actions are toxic. When the Israelites realize
their error, they pray for forgiveness and for removal of the serpents. God asks Moses to fashion a bronze serpent and raise it on a staff where the source of the poison can clearly be seen. To be free of it, the Israelites had only to gaze upon it.
God does not intend judgment as a condemnation. He did not send Jesus into the
world in order to condemn the world but so that the world might be freed through
Jesus. Just as the Israelites gaze on the raised serpent for healing, so we too gaze
upon the raised Christ for healing and liberation. Many people, including Christians, are afraid of God’s judgment. But God’s judgment is good news! It is the light
that exposes the deeds of all so that we can confront those deeds and be free of the
toxicity that they introduce into our lives. Look upon the Light and be saved!
O God, you have sent your Son, Jesus, the Light of the world, into the world so that we
may not walk in darkness. Use this light to liberate us from the poison of our sins and
set us on the path to follow more closely the one who has wrought our Salvation, even
Jesus the Christ. Amen.
Rt. Rev. Susan Bunton Haynes, author of this devotion, is the Eleventh Bishop of the
Diocese of Southern Virginia.
THE NEXT ISSUE OF THE E-HEADLINER IS PROJECTED FOR APRIL 17, 2021.

